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Department’s 
Vision: 

 To foster effective literacy instruction in English Language Arts for pupils 
intellectual, emotional, and social growth. 
 

Department’s 
Mission: 

 To provide a solid academic foundation and maximize intellectual potential 
in each individual within a nurturing yet academically challenging 
environment by equipping pupils with a balanced study of reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening; thereby, fostering self-confidence and independence 
to create lifelong readers, writers and effective communicators. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Title: English Language Arts 

 

Head of 
Department: 

Ms. Kalpana G. Pandey (Ms. Kelly) 

Teacher(s) + e-
mail: 

Ms.  Kafa (G1A)                        kafa@greenwood.sch.ae 
Ms. Shomaila (G1B)                shomaila.a@greenwood.sch.ae 
Ms. Fatima (G1C)                     fatima.k@greenwood.sch.ae 
 Ms. Nadia  (G1D)                        
Ms. Zainab(G1E)                      zainab.m@greenwood.sch.ae 

Cycle/Division: Elementary 

Grade Level: Grade 1 

Credit Unit: 
NA 

Duration: PERIODS: 6/ WEEK (50 Mins. each) 

Course 
Prerequisites:  

NA 

mailto:kafa@greenwood.sch.ae
mailto:shomaila.a@greenwood.sch.ae
mailto:fatima.k@greenwood.sch.ae
mailto:zainab.m@greenwood.sch.ae
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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 

Elementary English focusses on CCSS strands that include comprehensive core reading and 
language arts curriculum which focuses on reading, language arts, and writing standards. The 
curriculum addresses the five areas of reading instruction: reading comprehension, phonics, 
phonemic awareness, fluency, and vocabulary while focusing on 21st Century skills including 
critical thinking and problem solving; communication and collaboration; creativity and 
innovation; and technology. 

 

  COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: (Grade Level Expectations) 
 Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, ending 

punctuation). 
 Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words. 
 Orally produce single-syllable words by blending sounds (phonemes), including 

consonant blends. 
 Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken 

single-syllable words. 
 Segment spoken single-syllable words into their complete sequence of individual sounds 

(phonemes). 
 Know the spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant digraphs. 
 Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
 Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
 Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 

successive readings. 
 Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as 

necessary. 
 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
 Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central 

message or lesson. 
 Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details. 
 Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events 
 With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of appropriate complexity for grade 
 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
 Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases 

in a text. 
 Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries, 

electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text. 
 Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and 

information provided by the words in a text. 
 With prompting and support, read informational texts appropriately complex for grade  
 Print all upper- and lowercase letters. 
 Use common, proper, and possessive nouns. 
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 Use singular and plural nouns with matching verbs in basic sentences (e.g., He hops; We 
hop). 

 Use frequently occurring adjectives 
 Use frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., during, beyond, toward). 
 Produce and expand complete simple and compound declarative, interrogative, 

imperative, and exclamatory sentences in response to prompts. 
 Capitalize dates and names of people. 
 Use end punctuation for sentences. 
 Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently 

occurring irregular words. 
 Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing) to gain a sense of the concepts the 

categories represent. 
 Define words by category and by one or more key attributes (e.g., a duck is a bird that 

swims; a tiger is a large cat with stripes). 
 Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places at home that 

are cozy). 
 Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one 

at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 
 Build on others' talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through 

multiple exchanges. 
 Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion. 
 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented 

orally or through other media. 
 Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and 

feelings clearly. 
 Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, 

thoughts, and feelings. 
 Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation. (See grade 1 

Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.) 
 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing 

about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of 
closure. 

 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about 
the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 

 Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, 
include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, 
and provide some sense of closure. 
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STANDARDS/BENCHMARKS: 
 

 

 
 

STANDARDS BENCHMARKS 

Reading: Foundational skills RF 1.1a, RF.1.2, a, b, c, d; RF1.3a, b, g; RF1.4a, b, c 

Reading: Literature RL. 1.1, RL 1.2, RL1.3, RL.1.4, RL.1.3, RL 1.7, RL.1.10 

Reading: Informational text RI.1.1, RI 1.2, RI 1.4, RI1.5, RI1.6, RI1.7, RI1.10 

Language L.1.1a, b, c, f, j, i; L.1.2a, b, d, e; L.1.5a, b, c 

Speaking Listening SL.1.1a, b, c; SL.1.2, SL 1.4, SL 1.5, SL 1.6 

Writing W.1.1, W.1.2, W. 1.3 

 
 

 

II.  

RESOURCES: 
 

 

 
 JOURNEYS-National (Text book) 
 JOURNEYS (Readers Notebook) 
 Writing Handbook 
 Reading Log book 
 Writing Mats 
 Worksheets 
 Think Central Online Resources 
 Flash cards/ Charts 
 Teacher handouts 
 Writing Journal 
 Internet: Starfall, Prepdog, Education.com, ReadWorks 
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III. 

CHAPTERS/LESSONS TO BE COVERED: 
 

 

Semester 1: 

STORY 
1. What is a pal? 
2. The Storm 
3. Curious George at school 
4. Gus takes the train 
5. Jack and the wolf 
6. How animals communicate 
Vocabulary: 
From the stories mentioned above/MAP academic 
words (Reading Log). 

GRAMMAR 
1. Nouns 
2. Possessives 
3. Action words  
4. Adjectives  
5. Adjectives (shape and size) 
6. Verbs and time 
7. Complete sentences 
8. Commas in series 

 
 

 
DECODING/SPELLINGS: 
From the stories mentioned above. 
 

1. Short vowel ‘a’ / consonant s,n,d 
2. Short vowel ‘i’ / consonant r,h,z,s, b,g 
3. Short vowel ‘o’ / inflection ‘s’ 
4. Short vowel ‘u’ / consonant qu, z 
5. Short vowel ‘a’ / double final consonants & ck 
6. Short vowel ‘i’ / Blends with ‘r’ 

 

 
COMPREHENSION: 
Comprehension Strategy 

1. Main idea 
2. Understanding characters  
3. Sequence of events 
4. Story Structure 
5. Identify and understand characters 
6. Main idea and details 
7. Cold Read (Reading Log) 
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WRITING: 

 Opinion Writing 
a. Opinion sentences  
b. Opinion paragraph 

 
 Informational Writing 
a. Description 

 
 Journal writing 

 
 
 

 
LISTENING: 

1. Listen to stories, speeches, presentations, 
poetry. 
2. Collaboration (THINK-PAIR-SHARE) with 
peers for group activities. 
3. Audio Aids & worksheets. 
4. Listening worksheets 
Research 
Multi-Disciplinary Project Work 
Recitation: 
Reader poems. 

 

Semester 2: 

STORY 
 

1. A Musical Day 
2. Dr. Seuss 
3. A Cupcake party 
4. How leopard got his spots 
5. Seasons 
6. At home in the ocean 

 
Vocabulary: 
From the stories mentioned above/MAP 
academic words. 
 

GRAMMAR 
 

1. Articles 

2. Commands 

3. Subject and verbs 

4. Proper nouns 

5. Questions 

6. Contractions 

7. Statements 

8. Singular and plural 
 

 
SPELLINGS / Decoding: 
From the stories mentioned above. 
 

1.  Short vowel ‘u’ / Final blends 
2. Ch sound / possessiveness with ‘s’ 
3. Sh, wh, ph sound / contractions 
4. Th sound / words with ‘-s, -es,-

ed,ing’ 
5. Short vowel ‘o’ / Blends with ‘l’ 
6. Short vowel ‘e’ / Blends with ‘s’ 

 

 
COMPREHENSION: 
 
Informational Text 
Comprehension Strategy 

1. Story structure 

2. Sequence of events 

3. Cause and effect  

4. Author’s purpose 
5. Sequence of events 
6. Text and graphic features 

7. Cold Reads (Dig Into Reading) 
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WRITING: 
 

 Informational Writing 
 

 Narrative Writing 
a. Short Story 
b. Sentences about yourself 
c. Personal narrative 

 
 Journal writing 

 

 
LISTENING: 

1. Listen to stories, speeches, presentations, 
poetry. 
2. Interact with peers for group activities. 
3. Audio Aids & worksheets. 
4. Listening worksheets 
Research 
Multi-Disciplinary Project Work 
 
Recitation: 
Unit theme related poems. 

 

 

IV. 

GRADING: 
 

 

Grading Policy/ Assessment Tools:  
 

 Beginning of the year Screening tests 
 Reading Tests (WCPM/Fluency/Accuracy) 
 Formative Assessments 
 Performance Assessments 
 Summative Assessments 
 MAP (Fall/Winter/Spring) 

 
 

 

Grade Distribution:  

Semester -1- Semester -2- 

Assessment Marks Assessment Marks 

Reading 5 Reading 5 
Recitation/Listening 5 Recitation/Listening 5 
MDPW 5 MDPW 5 
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Performance Task 5 Performance Task 5 
Formative Assessment 5 Formative Assessment 5 
MAP 5 MAP 5 
Summative Assessment 50 Summative Assessment 50 
Total 80  Total 50 

 

 

Cross-Curricular Project(s): 
 

- Multi-Disciplinary Project works (English/Math/Science/ICT) 
 
 

 


